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\ H] astEm spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Command the Children of Israel that they take to yoik
clear olive oil, pressed for lighting, to kindle a continual lamp. ? Outside the Curtain of;
Testimony, in the Tent of Meeting, Aaron shall arrange it, from evening to morning, beft
HasHEM, continually; an eternal decree for your generations. * On the pure Menorah shall
arrange the lamps, before HASHEM, continually. i &
5 You shall take fine flour and bake it into twelve loaves; each loaf shall be two tenth-ephalt
6 You shall place them in two stacks, six in each stack, upon the pure Table, before HASHEQ
7 You shall put pure frankincense on each stack and it shall be a remembrance for the bread 3%
fire-offering for HAsHEM. ® Each and every Sabbath he shall arrange them before HASHENS
continually, from the Children of Israel as an eternal covenant. ® It shall belong to Aaron and:
sons, and they shall eat it in a holy place; for it is most holy for him, from the fire-offerings!
HASHEM, an eternal decree. R

w The son of an Israelite woman went out — and he was the son of an Egyptian:
— among the Children of Israel; they fought in the camp, the son of the Israelite woman
an Israelite man. ' The son of the Israelite woman pronounced the Name .and blasphe
— so they brought him to Moses; the name of his mother was Shelomis daughter of D
of the tribe of Dan. ‘2 They placed him under guard to clarify for themselves
HASHEM. :

npes wyn — They fought in the camp. R Berechiah taught
that the “son of the Israelite woman” went about in the
cam ffing about show- r

warm, freshly baked bread. Why should God have c'd, co'd
bread In the Tabernacle?” An Israelite rebuked him fg;
speaking so disrespectiully. The two carne to blows, where-
upon the son of the Israelit woman uttered the curse,

. Anothar version of the strii€ is it Zaied by the informa-
Jtion we are given regardiig the ancestry of ‘he two
combatants an.) the term "3/ 3, In the camp, which 'mplies
Z2ha' Ahe dispute revolved around matters of the camyp, i-e..
It eritance. The blasghemer way the son of 2 Jewish
,mother from_ the tri ) i vher.
Throughout the years of enslavemen:. *his was the anly
such case, a remarkable testimnony o Jjewish family purit
and morality. He wished to dweil among the people of Dan.
his mother's tribe, but they refused hirn on the giaunds that
his father was not a Danite. © —

day, from the day when;

" 1> You shall count for yuitirseli;es —Forn the morrow of the rest
™.

smer of the waving — seuitn weeks, they shall be complete. ' (ntil the morrow.g)

seventh week you shall count. fif:y -days; and you shall offer a n

© From your dwelling places you shzii bring bread that shall be waved, two loaves
tenth-ephah, they shall be fine flow, they shall be baked leavened; first-offerings to.
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¥ When the Israclites went 10 do this, some gathered more and some less.
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* Bt when ilicy mcsured it with an omer, the one who had wuken more did
10t have any extra, and the one who had 1aken less did not have too little.

They had gathered exactly encugh for each one 10 eat
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ivery one of a person’s actions in this world has an effect on
he _higher spiritual worlds. In the words of the Zohar, “an
wakening from below leads to an awakening above.”™

In fact, there is a kind of symmetry between an act in this

vorld and the response it evokes in the higher worlds. When a

jerson gives Izedakah, for example, that small deed of benevo-
gnce will activate the infinitely greater powers of God's be-
ievolence and mercy in the worlds above., Just as the act of
zedakah in this world gives sustenance to a needy person, so
oo the Heavenly response it engenders will be a flow of Di-
'ine sustenance to our world — a world which is also needy, in
he sense that its existence depends completely on God.
The reason why the actions of a Jew can affect the highest
vorlds, the Ba’al Shem Tov” explains, is that the Jewish soul it-
elf extends to those worlds. Every Jew is like the-ladder in

faakov’s dream™: although his feet are standing upon the
arth, his head reaches the highest Heavens. Thus an act of
indness in this world below can activate the Divine attribute
f kindness in the world above.

§ The Ba’al Shem Tov quotes a mishnah in Pirkei Avos: “Da
1ah I'malah mimach,”* which is usually translated, “Know what

sabove you.” On the simplest level, this mishnah is telling us to
remember that God is above us and He sees everything we do.
jut the Ba'al Shem Tov discovers a more profound meaning in
hese words: If you want to know what is happening in the
xorlds above, if you want.to know how Hashem is going to re-
ate to you, you can know it “mimach” — by examining your-
ielf. Hashem will respond to you in a way that mirrors vour
own actions and emotions.
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$0ur purpose in life, therefore, is not the acquisition of
sessions; we should not measure our achievement in life by
-vyolume of outer or inner weasures that we accumulate. Our
fe’s mission 1s concerned with what we become, what we
make of ourselves, and what we give, not what we get, We
tehould measure our attainments by the extent to which we
Ifill God’s Will with the help of our outer and inner
itions, utilizing every single one, small or large, for truly

an deeds of Divine service. Our endeavors to acquire inner
‘puter possessions have value only because they provide us

,fr_om the slightest mental faculty, and the nerve ganglia
h serve it, to the strength of your hand, with which you
are @b]e to bring about changes in Creation and to which the
g within your reach are
0 YO ”"_Ch‘ )
God as witnessks for
st you, testifying whether you neglected them or used

i__fgly, there is an outer, universally applicable criterion
h_sch_ to judge man's deeds: whether or not they correspond
:Will of God. And there is an inner criterion by which to

; "_'.total of his achievements and the amount of resources %
Witi:which he has been endowed, but whether he has used
best of his ability to do God’s Will.
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rounded by time as a fish is surrounded by water. But time is
even more than that: it is what canvas is to a painter, for time is
a medium that records, with infinite sensitivity, everything we
do and everything we are. According to the Zohar, on every
day of a person’s life, a new “day” comes down to him from
Heaven. Thatday is like a blank sheet of parchment, and what-
ever a person does is inscribed upon that day. Then, as the day
ends, it goes back up to Heaven, and a new day comes down.

That is the reason Chazal advise us to use the closing min-
utes of each day, when we recite the Shema and prepare for
sleep, to repent for any sins we might have committed during
the day. As long as the day is still with us, it is relatively easy to
do teshuvah for those sins. While the “transcript” of the day isin
our hands, so to speak, it is not difficult to erase and amend
whatever has to be corrected. Once the day departs, however,
it is harder to bring it back and to correct the record.

The same pattern is repeated with each larger unit of time.
A week is more than a collection of seven days; it is an entity
with an existence of its own. Hence, when a week comes to an
end, it leaves us and ascends to Heaven. At the end of a month,
the month goes up, and at the end of a year, the entire year
goes up.

Just before each period of time leaves us, there is a short in-
. terval designated for teshuvah, like the time of Kriyas Shema at
the end of the day. At that moment, we can review the entire ~
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R period which is ending, and we are granted the extraordinary
:P privilege of rewriting our own “transcript” before it becomes

»

e

ANWOM T8N 'P3 ,ANTONT AMAN APTS a9pa COneT R nD

MDY MM MM A3 AR e Sar 92 ,ANTANM WR nesas o

. part of the “permanent record.” During the week, for example,
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:H the time for teshuvah is erev Shabbos, and in the month, it is erev
858 Rosh Chodesh, which is also known as Yom Kippur Katan, a ‘
small Yom Kippur,” since it is a time for repentance. And just
2 before the entire year leaves us, there is erev Rosh Ha-Shanah.
Thus, the days of a person’s life are an enduring reality. We
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Thus, the days of a person'’s life are an enduring reality. We

ee this from a statement in the Zohar about Avraham Avinu.
‘he Torah writes, “V'Avraham zaken, ba ba-yamim,”" which is
isually translated as, “Avaham was old, well advanced in
ears.” The Zohar,” however, interprets this to mean, “When
wraham was old, he came with all his days.” In other words,
Il of Avraham'’s days were perfect and complete; they were
illed with mitzvos and ma'asim tovim, good deeds. Therefore,
vhen he left the world, Avraham came before Hashem to-
rether with “all his days.”

Each person creates the davs of his life, one at a time. They
onstitute a faithful record of his life, an autobiography in-
cribed by his own actions. All of an individual's spiritural ac-
omplishments are contained within his days. A lifetime -of
nitzvos and ma'asim tovim, every word of Torah and prayer, all
he prizes he wrested from a recalcitrant world, the spoils of
lis struggles and the fruits of his labors — they are all locked

vithin his days like an immense treasure in a long row of
trongboxes.
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[t is not insignificant that the plague terminated on Lag BaOmer.
Justas the night is divided into three sections, the last of which is asso-
ciated with the coming dawn,! so too, the last third of the omer pe-
riod, from after Lag BaOmer onwards, is associated with Shavuos. It is
as if the proper appreciation of community and individual radiates

from Sivan into the last part of the omer.
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purity. Ihen it burned miraculously for eight days, allowing
the Menorah to continue to give its light on the same level of
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purity, without interruption.

Similarly, deeply hidden within the heart of every Jew
there is a point of complete purity. Concealed beyond the
reach of any foreign influences, invulnerable to churban and
protected from all tumah, this point contains within itself the
unblemished holiness that a Jew inherits from the Auvos.

Even in a Jew who has fallen very low and whose outward
appearance fails to reveal the faintest glimmer of holiness, t‘h'fs
hidden point of holiness endures. It may be invisible — but it is
indestructible. If such a Jew will only make up his mind to re-
turn to Hashem, this hidden point will permit hig} to “rededi-
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cate his house” in purity, and it will illuminate his being witha
revealed and perceptible holiness. This invisible reservoir of
holiness is the “chelek b'Elokei Yisrael” that belongs to every Jew,
émd it is the spiritual reality to which the miracle of the flask of

oil attests.
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Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai said, “If Yisrael had been lacking even one
person, the Divine Presence would not have been revealed to them.”
(Devarim Rabbah 7:8)
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